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Despite today's historically low maternal and infant mortality rates in the United States, labor continues to
evoke fear among American women. Rather than embrace the natural childbirth methods promoted in the
1970s, most women wel come epidural anesthesia and even Cesarean deliveries. In Deliver Me from Pain,
Jacqueline H. Wolf asks how a treatment such as obstetric anesthesia, even when it historically posed serious
risk to mothers and newborns, paradoxically came to assuage women's anxiety about birth.

Each chapter begins with the story of abirth, dramatically illustrating the unique practices of the erabeing
examined. Deliver Me from Pain covers the development and use of anesthesia from ether and chloroformin
the mid-nineteenth century; to amnesiacs, barbiturates, narcotics, opioids, tranquilizers, saddle blocks,
spinals, and gas during the mid-twentieth century; to epidural anesthesia today.

Labor painis not merely aphysiological response, but a phenomenon that mothers and physicians perceive
through a historical, social, and cultural lens. Wolf examines these influences and argues that medical and
lay views of labor pain and the concomitant acceptance of obstetric anesthesia have had aripple effect,
creating the conditions for acceptance of other, often unnecessary, and sometimes risky obstetric treatments:
forceps, the chemical induction and augmentation of labor, episiotomy, electronic fetal monitoring, and
Cesarean section.

As American women make decisions about anesthesia today, Deliver Me from Pain offers them insight into
how women made this choice in the past and why each generation of mothers has made dramatically
different decisions.
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Bravo:

This Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in Americausually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth
in America can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in America forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
task. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

AnnalLewis:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read some
sort of book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent al day
every day to reading a book. The book Ddiver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in Americaitis
extremely good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

MarkusWalker:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because this all time you only find book that need more time
to be study. Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in America can be your answer given it can be read
by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Leslie Bergeron:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book
Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in America we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and
Birth in America. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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