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A down-and-out sausage-casing worker by day who turned surplus animal intestines into a million-dollar
condom enterprise at night; inventors who fashioned cervical caps out of watch springs, and a mother of six
who kissed photographs of the inventor of the Pill -- these are just a few of the fascinating individuals who
make up the history of contraceptives in America. Scholars of birth control typically frame this history as
one of physicians, lawyers, and political activists. But in Devices and Desires, Andrea Tone breaks new
ground by showing what it was really like to produce, buy, and use contraceptives during a century of
profound social and technological change.

Tone begins with the passage of the 1873 Comstock Act, which criminalized the birth control business, and
ends with the inventions of today (including Depo-Provera and Norplant). Along the way she assesses the
social and economical effects of chemical prophylaxes kits for World War I soldiers, condoms, the Lysol
antiseptic douche, and the 1973 Dalkon Shield disaster (among others). In lively and engaging prose, her
book illuminates the industry's trails from an illicit trade located in basement workshops and pornography
outlets to one of the most successful legitimate businesses in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Devices and Desires: A History
of Contraceptives in America will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suited book with you?

Gregory Richards:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Devices and Desires: A History of Contraceptives in America.

James Fong:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Devices and Desires: A
History of Contraceptives in America can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Laura Clark:

You may get this Devices and Desires: A History of Contraceptives in America by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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