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On November 8-9, 2011, the National Defense University (NDU), Washington, DC, held a conference
entitled “Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future,” which I had the
privilege of chairing. For more than 2 decades, I have been studying the mechanisms and methods we use as
a nation to develop and conduct grand strategy. The conversation that began at that conference needs to be
further developed and continued. More importantly, we, as a nation, need to explore together the path ahead
and answer questions regarding how and why we struggle with grand strategies. If developed and executed
with a systemic orientation, grand strategies could help us shape our future in an ever changing and complex
world. This volume represents a compilation of some of the presentations given at the NDU conference. It
also represents the great diversity of opinions regarding this subject. For more than 2 decades, it has been
evident to many that the United States needs a new framework for a grand strategy, especially since the
“containment” strategy of George F. Kennan that shaped U.S. policy during the Cold War is no longer
relevant. But, what kind of framework do we need? Most commonly, grand strategy is framed in the context
of warfare, or at least conflict among nations. There have been exceptions, and the focus of this symposium
was not on warfare or preparation for war. Our intent was to promote a discussion about the elements of and
prospect for a grand strategy for America. Over the millennia, grand strategies have evolved as the
complexities of the known world grew. Rulers have created and executed grand strategies for their nations
through modern times. It is possible that a 21st century grand strategy will be very different than past models
since our understanding of the world has and will change our understanding of how complex systems,
including nations, behave. The empowerment of individuals or small groups with new technologies and
communication tools can extend beyond anything imagined outside the realm of science fiction. Other
factors may come into play as well. Some would also argue that, in a democracy, it is not possible to attain
the necessary consensus to craft and implement a national grand strategy in the absence of an existential
threat. Recent political discourse lends some credence to that line of reasoning.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

This Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Rose Cotner:

The book untitled Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a Complex Future contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice study.

John Newton:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing
a Path Through a Complex Future can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Donald Murray:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a
Path Through a Complex Future to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path Through a
Complex Future can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of their time.
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