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The private collections of longtime Japan resident and expert on modern Japanese culture Donald
Richie capture the personalities of certain Japanese people--some famous, some unknown--with insight
and humor.

This extraordinary collection of individual portraits is perhaps the first book about the Japanese to view them
entirely unhindered by the various theories about them—people as complicated, as simple, as inscrutable,
and as understandable as anyone else.

In these fifty–four pieces there are both the famous—Mishima, Kawabata, Mifune, Kurosawa—and the
unknown: the would–be geisha, the ex–boxer turned gangster, the scheming bar madame and the old man
dying alone. Here is the notorious Sada Abe, who mutilated her dead lover and whose story was filmed in
Oshima's The Realm of the Senses

And here is Oshima himself, dead drunk and making perfect sense; here is the actress who played Abe,
exiled in Rome. Here too is the delivery boy who kills himself for love, the girl who loved a Korean, and the
actress, a public idol, who suddenly and permanently disappeared from view.

And there are dozens of others, individuals who have in common, besides their Japanese nationality, the fact
that they knew the author, and that —fortunatly for us—he knew them. This highly personal reminiscences
form one of the most original and deeply felt books on Japan ever to appear.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Henson:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Japanese Portraits: Pictures of Different People (Tuttle
Classics). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Japanese Portraits: Pictures of Different People (Tuttle Classics). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Dave Edwards:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Japanese Portraits: Pictures of Different
People (Tuttle Classics) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Paul Frazier:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Japanese Portraits: Pictures of Different People (Tuttle Classics) provide you with a
new experience in reading through a book.

Eric Kyler:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Japanese Portraits: Pictures of Different People (Tuttle Classics) we can consider more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Japanese Portraits:
Pictures of Different People (Tuttle Classics). You can more pleasing than now.
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