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When Thomas Jefferson moved his victorious Republican administration into the new capital city in 1801,
one of his first acts was to abolish any formal receptions, except on New Year's Day and the Fourth of July.
His successful campaign for the presidency had been partially founded on the idea that his Federalist
enemies had assumed dangerously aristocratic trappings?a sword for George Washington and a raised dais
for Martha when she received people at social occasions?in the first capital cities of New York and
Philadelphia. When the ladies of Washington City, determined to have their own salon, arrived en masse at
the president's house, Jefferson met them in riding clothes, expressing surprise at their presence. His deep
suspicion of any occasion that resembled a European court caused a major problem, however: without the
face-to-face relationships and networks of interest created in society, the American experiment in
government could not function.

Into this conundrum, writes Catherine Allgor, stepped women like Dolley Madison and Louisa Catherine
Adams, women of political families who used the unofficial, social sphere to cement the relationships that
politics needed to work. Not only did they create a space in which politics was effectively conducted; their
efforts legitimated the new republic and the new capital in the eyes of European nations, whose
representatives scoffed at the city's few amenities and desolate setting. Covered by the prescriptions of their
gender, Washington women engaged in the dirty business of politics, which allowed their husbands to retain
their republican purity.

Constrained by the cultural taboos on "petticoat politicking," women rarely wrote forthrightly about their
ambitions and plans, preferring to cast their political work as an extension of virtuous family roles. But by
analyzing their correspondence, gossip events, "etiquette wars," and the material culture that surrounded
them, Allgor finds that these women acted with conscious political intent. In the days before organized
political parties, the social machine built by these early federal women helped to ease the transition from a
failed republican experiment to a burgeoning democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Rowe:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of
Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America) will make you to be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which
open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

David Henry:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Parlor Politics: In
Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America) suitable to
you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Parlor Politics: In
Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America)is a single of
several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Kerry Giles:

This Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian
America) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having little digest in reading this Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City
and a Government (Jeffersonian America) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Bradley Bishop:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very



important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of
Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America).
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