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Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850–1970 examines the myriad
cultural meanings of the American home aquarium during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and argues
that the home aquarium provided its enthusiasts with a potent tool for managing the challenges of historical
change, from urbanization to globalization. The tank could be a window to an alien world, a theater for
domestic melodrama, or a vehicle in a fantastical undersea journey. Its residents were seen as inscrutable and
wholly disposable “its,” as deeply loved and charismatic individuals, and as alter egos by aquarists
themselves.

Parlor Ponds fills a gap in the growing field of animal studies by showing that the tank is an emblematic
product of modernity, one using elements of exploration, technology, science, and a commitment to rigorous
observation to contain anxieties spawned by industrialization, urbanization, changing gender roles, and
imperial entanglements. Judith Hamera engages advertisements, images, memoirs, public aquarium
programs, and enthusiast publications to show how the history of the aquarium illuminates complex cultural
attitudes toward nature and domestication, science and religion, gender and alterity, and national conquest
and environmental stewardship with an emphasis on the ways it illuminates American public discourse on
colonial and postcolonial expansion.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Christianson:

The book Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make reading a book Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a reserve Parlor Ponds: The
Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Dixie Love:

The book Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home
Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Vermillion:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home
Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of
the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American
Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Kent Moore:

This Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 tend to be reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Parlor Ponds: The
Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 can be on the list of great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that
maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and



whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work
of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.
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