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When the U.S. liberated the Philippines from Spanish rule in 1898, the exploit was hailed at home as a great
moral victory, an instance of Uncle Sam freeing an oppressed country from colonial tyranny. The next move,
however, was hotly contested: should the U.S. annex the archipelago? The disputants did agree on one point:
that the United States was divinely appointed to bring democracy--and with it, white Protestant culture--to
the rest of the world. They were, in the words of U.S. Senator Albert Beveridge, "God's arbiters," a civilizing
force with a righteous role to play on the world stage.

Mining letters, speeches, textbooks, poems, political cartoons and other sources, Susan K. Harris examines
the role of religious rhetoric and racial biases in the battle over annexation. She offers a provocative reading
both of the debates' religious framework and of the evolution of Christian national identity within the U.S.
The book brings to life the personalities who dominated the discussion, figures like the bellicose Beveridge
and the segregationist Senator Benjamin Tillman. It also features voices from outside U.S. geopolitical
boundaries that responded to the Americans' venture into global imperialism: among them England's
"imperial" poet Rudyard Kipling, Nicaragua's poet/diplomat Rubén Darío, and the Philippines' revolutionary
leaders Emilio Aguinaldo and Apolinario Mabini. At the center of this dramatis personae stands Mark
Twain, an influential partisan who was, for many, the embodiment of America. Twain had supported the
initial intervention but quickly changed his mind, arguing that the U.S. decision to annex the archipelago was
a betrayal of the very principles the U.S. claimed to promote.

Written with verve and animated by a wide range of archival research, God's Arbiters reveals the roots of
current debates over textbook content, evangelical politics, and American exceptionalism-shining light on
our own times as it recreates the culture surrounding America's global mission at the turn into the twentieth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Adkins:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title God's
Arbiters: Americans and the Philippines, 1898-1902 (Imagining the Americas) suitable to you? The actual
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled God's Arbiters: Americans and the
Philippines, 1898-1902 (Imagining the Americas)is one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Shane Hamilton:

Often the book God's Arbiters: Americans and the Philippines, 1898-1902 (Imagining the Americas) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book God's Arbiters: Americans
and the Philippines, 1898-1902 (Imagining the Americas) is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robert Polk:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be God's Arbiters: Americans and the Philippines, 1898-1902
(Imagining the Americas) why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joshua White:

This God's Arbiters: Americans and the Philippines, 1898-1902 (Imagining the Americas) is brand new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
God's Arbiters: Americans and the Philippines, 1898-1902 (Imagining the Americas) can be the light food
for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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