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Texas has become the most American of all the states. Texas's politics has taken over in Washington, and
Texas's passionate sense of itself as a nation is echoed by the fervent patriotism of tens of millions of
Americans. Texas is also our most outsized hodgepodge -- of Latino, black, white, Asian; of characters who
transcend any category. In so many ways, America today is Texas writ large.

In Passionate Nation James L. Haley offers a comprehensive and definitive history of this singular and
singularly American state, a history that explains how Texas became Texas, even before it became such a
central national symbol for America. Haley peers through the lens of the extraordinary "ordinary" men and
women who have streamed to Texas from its beginnings, and created it in their own contradictory,
uncontrollable image.

He recovers elements bowdlerized by previous and more prudish generations, such as the discovery, by
sixteenth-century explorer Cabeza de Vaca, of Indian warriors living in conjugal relationships with male
eunuchs. He presents documents never before published, such as a rare appeal for aid from the town of
Gonzales on the eve of the Texas Revolution. He restores to the history important figures who have been
allowed to drop from the usual recitation, such as Benjamin Lundy, who almost single-handedly prevented
the Texas Republic from being annexed to the United States for nearly a decade. He corrects the record at
every turn, starting with the fact that Jane Lundy was not the "mother of Texas." Throughout, he uses great
stories to present the passion of people who lived and worried and suffered and laughed.

The first Indians settled in Texas in about 10,000 B.C.; the first Europeans arrived in the early sixteenth
century. Since then, the land that is now Texas has belonged to six powers at eight different times: Spain
(1519-1685), France (to 1690), Spain again (to 1821), Mexico (to 1836), the Republic of Texas (to 1845), the
U.S.A. (to 1861), the Confederacy (to 1865), and the U.S.A. to stay. From Jim Bowie's and Davy Crockett's
myth-enshrouded stand at the Alamo to the Mexican-American War to Sam Houston's heroic failed effort to
keep Texas in the Union during the Civil War, the transitions in Texas history have often been as painful and
tense as the "normal" periods in between. Here, in all of its epic grandeur, is the story of Texas as its own
passionate nation, a history that shows that circumstances can radically change, yet culture and character can
last for centuries.
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From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book
allowed Passionate Nation: The Epic History of Texas? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Paul Greenblatt:

The book Passionate Nation: The Epic History of Texas gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Passionate Nation:
The Epic History of Texas being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open up and read a e-book Passionate Nation: The Epic History of Texas. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

David Waymire:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Passionate Nation: The Epic History of Texas, you could tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Simona Vela:

This Passionate Nation: The Epic History of Texas is great e-book for you because the content which is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Passionate
Nation: The Epic History of Texas in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still



doubt that will?
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