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*Includes maps of the battle, pictures of the battlefield, and pictures of the important generals.
*Includes descriptions of Pickett's Charge written by George Pickett, James Longstreet, Porter Alexander,
and some soldiers who made the charge.
*Explains Lee's strategy, Longstreet's argument, and an analysis of what went right and wrong.
*Explains the legacy of Pickett's Charge and how it got its famous name.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.
Despite the fact that the Civil War began over 150 years ago, it remains one of the most widely discussed
topics in America today, with Americans arguing over its causes, reenacting its famous battles, and debating
which general was better than others. Americans continue to be fascinated by the Civil War icons who made
the difference between victory and defeat in the war's great battles.
The most famous attack of the Civil War was also one of its most fateful and fatal. Pickett’s Charge, the
climactic assault on the final day of the Battle of Gettysburg, has become the American version of the
Charge of the Light Brigade, and it is one of the most famous events of the entire Civil War.
Having been unable to break the Army of the Potomac’s lines on the left and right flank during Day 2 of the
Battle of Gettysburg, Confederate Army of Northern Virginia commander Robert E. Lee decided to make a
thrust at the center of the Union’s line with about 15,000 men spread out over three divisions. The charge
required marching across an open field for about a mile, with the Union artillery holding high ground on all
sides of the incoming Confederates.
Though it is now known as Pickett’s Charge, named after division commander George Pickett, the
assignment for the charge was given to General James Longstreet, whose 1st Corps included Pickett’s
division. Longstreet had serious misgivings about Lee’s plan and tried futilely to talk him out of it.
Longstreet later wrote that he said to his commander, “General Lee, I have been a soldier all my life. It is my
opinion that no fifteen thousand men ever arrayed for battle can take that position.”
Aware of the insanity of sending 15,000 men hurtling into all the Union artillery, Lee planned to use the
Confederate artillery to try to knock out the Union artillery ahead of time. Although old friend William
Pendleton was the artillery chief, the artillery cannonade would be supervised by Edward Porter Alexander,
Longstreet’s chief artillerist, who would have to give the go-ahead to the charging infantry because they
were falling under Longstreet’s command. Alexander later noted that Longstreet was so disturbed and
dejected about ordering the attack that at one point he tried to make Alexander order the infantry forward,
essentially doing Longstreet’s dirty work for him.
Unfortunately for Porter Alexander and the Confederates, the sheer number of cannons belched so much
smoke that they had trouble gauging how effective the shells were. As it turned out, most of the artillery was
overshooting the target, landing in the rear of the Union line. Reluctant to order the charge, Longstreet
commanded Porter Alexander to order the timing for the charge. As Longstreet and Alexander anticipated,
the charge was an utter disaster, incurring a nearly 50% casualty rate and failing to break the Union line.
Pickett’s Charge: The History and Legacy of the Civil War’s Most Famous Assault profiles the history,
context, and command decisions that all culminated in the most famous charge in American history. It also
includes analysis of what went right and wrong, as well as what the major participants wrote about the
charge. Along with maps and pictures of important people and places, you will learn about Pickett’s Charge
like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Waite:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Pickett's Charge: The History and Legacy
of the Civil War's Most Famous Assault book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Amanda Dell:

The ability that you get from Pickett's Charge: The History and Legacy of the Civil War's Most Famous
Assault will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Pickett's Charge: The
History and Legacy of the Civil War's Most Famous Assault giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having that Pickett's Charge: The History and Legacy of the Civil War's
Most Famous Assault instantly.

Janice Burgess:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Pickett's
Charge: The History and Legacy of the Civil War's Most Famous Assault your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The Pickett's Charge: The History and Legacy of the Civil War's Most Famous
Assault giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kimberly Silvestre:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your
requirements is Pickett's Charge: The History and Legacy of the Civil War's Most Famous Assault this



publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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