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Arguments over what democracy actually meant in practice and how it should be implemented raged
throughout the early American republic. As Andrew Shankman shows, nowhere were those ideas more
intensely contested or more representative of the national debate than in Pennsylvania, where the state's
Jeffersonians dominated the day.

Pennsylvania Jeffersonians were the first American citizens to attempt to translate idealized speculations
about democracy into a workable system of politics and governance. In doing so, they revealed key
assumptions that united other national citizens regarding democracy and the conditions necessary for its
survival. In particular, they assumed that democracy required economic autonomy and a strong measure of
economic as well as political equality among citizens. This strong egalitarian theme was, however,
challenged by Pennsylvania's precociously capitalistic economy and the nation's dynamic economic
development in general, forcing the Jeffersonians to confront the reality that economic and social equality
would have to take a back seat to free market forces.

Seeking democracy became a debate about the desirability of capitalism and the precise relations between
majority rule and the pursuit and protection of individual rights and interests. From this struggle to fuse
egalitarianism and free enterprise in Pennsylvania emerged most subsequent mainstream beliefs concerning
the respective roles of democracy and capitalism in American society. In fact, it did much to shape the
boundaries of permissible thought in the Jacksonian era concerning political economy and the extent of
popular democratic power.

Shankman's illuminating exploration of the Pennsylvania experience reveals how democracy arose in
America, how it came to accommodate capitalism, and at the same time forced egalitarian assumptions and
dreams to the margins of society. A resonant work of intellectual and political history, his study also mirrors
the aspirations, fears, hatreds, dreams, generous impulses, noble strivings, selfish cant, and enormous
capacity to imagine of those who first tried to translate the blueprint for democracy into a tested foundation
for the nation's future.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Taylor:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse
Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important a book Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to
Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Joann Huertas:

The reserve untitled Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism
in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Crucible of American
Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American
Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Kevin Adams:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse
Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Carolyn Cook:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top



collection in your reading list is actually Crucible of American Democracy: The Struggle to Fuse
Egalitarianism and Capitalism in Jeffersonian Pennsylvania (American Political Thought) (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get
many advantages.
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