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This book examines the history of Black Hand crime in Chicago primarily from 1905 to 1920 and challenges
the belief that the Black Hand was an extension of the Sicilian Mafia. A crude method of extorting money
from primarily wealthy Italians, the Black Hand involved sending victims a letter stating that they would
come to harm if the blackmailers' demands were not met; the threatening letter often included a drawing of a
black hand or other frightening symbols. While many criminologists and scholars believe that Black Hand
crime originated in Italy, that only Southern Italians and Sicilians committed Black Hand crime, and that
only Southern Italians and Sicilians were Black Hand victims, Robert M. Lombardo argues that Black Hand
crime actually evolved as the result of social conditions within American society such as the isolation of the
Italian community, political corruption, and an ineffective criminal justice system. He shows that this
association of the Black Hand and the Sicilian Mafia is a media construction, resulting from a narrative
created by the news media despite the fact that many non-Italians also committed Black Hand crimes.
Looking at the Black Hand from a sociological perspective, the book discusses the "news-making
criminology" that tied Black Hand crime to the Sicilian Mafia and Neapolitan Camorra and the evolution of
traditional organized crime in Chicago and elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

This The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago can be on the
list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Black
Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Verla Foster:

Often the book The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Carol Sage:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago can be your answer as it can
be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Ron Taylor:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in
Chicago is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.
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