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"It may be that I have stumbled upon an adequate description of life itself."
These modest yet profound words trumpet an imminent paradigm shift in scientific, economic, and
technological thinking. In the tradition of Schrödinger's classic What Is Life?, Kauffman's Investigations is a
tour-de-force exploration of the very essence of life itself, with conclusions that radically undermine the
scientific approaches on which modern science rests--the approaches of Newton, Boltzman, Bohr, and
Einstein.
Building on his pivotal ideas about order and evolution in complex life systems, Kauffman finds that
classical science does not take into account that physical systems--such as people in a biosphere--effect their
dynamic environments in addition to being affected by them. These systems act on their own behalf as
autonomous agents, but what defines them as such? In other words, what is life? Kauffman supplies a novel
answer that goes beyond traditional scientific thinking by defining and explaining autonomous agents and
work in the contexts of thermodynamics and of information theory. Much of Investigations unpacks the
progressively surprising implications of his definition. Significantly, he sets the stages for a technological
revolution in the coming decades. Scientists and engineers may soon seek to create autonomous agents--both
organic and mechanical--that can not only construct things and work, but also reproduce themselves!
Kauffman also lays out a foundation for a new concept of organization, and explores the requirements for the
emergence of a general biology that will transcend terrestrial biology to seek laws governing biospheres
anywhere in the cosmos. Moreover, he presents four candidate laws to explain how autonomous agents co-
create their biosphere and the startling idea of a "co-creating" cosmos.
A showcase of Kauffman's most fundamental and significant ideas, Investigations presents a new way of
thinking about the fundamentals of general biology that will change the way we understand life itself--on this
planet and anywhere else in the cosmos.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Carley:

The book Investigations can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a good thing like a book Investigations? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book Investigations has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jerry Goble:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Investigations why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Cathy Duran:

This Investigations is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Investigations can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Pearlie Wong:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Investigations can make you experience more interested to
read.
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