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Many writers in early modern England drew on the rhetorical tradition to explore affective experience. In
The Imperfect Friend, Wendy Olmsted examines a broad range of Renaissance and Reformation sources, all
of which aim to cultivate 'emotional intelligence' through rhetorical means, with a view to understanding
how emotion functions in these texts. In the works of Sir Philip Sidney (1554-1586), John Milton (1608-
1674), and many others, characters are depicted conversing with one another about their emotions. While
counselors appeal to objective reasons for feeling a certain way, their efforts to shape emotion often
encounter resistance.

This volume demonstrates how, in Renaissance and Reformation literature, failures of persuasion arise from
conflicts among competing rhetorical frameworks among characters. Multiple frameworks, Olmsted argues,
produce tensions and, consequently, an interiorized conflicted self. By situating emotional discourse within
distinct historical and socio-cultural perspectives, The Imperfect Friend sheds new light on how the writings
of Sidney, Milton, and others grappled with problems of personal identity. From their innovations, the study
concludes, friendship emerges as a favourite site of counseling the afflicted and perturbed.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney,
Milton and Their Conexts. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a new book The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their
Conexts. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's study.

Sonia Shipley:

This The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts are usually reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Imperfect Friend:
Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts can be one of several great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Imperfect Friend: Emotion
and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Edwin Ball:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Imperfect Friend:
Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Imperfect Friend:
Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts become your own starter.

Steven Dillinger:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in
Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these



publications have than the others?
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